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FAX RECEIVED 


In the Claims: 

/ ' , APR 1 7 2003 


Cancel claim 2 . 


GROUP 3600 


Claim 1 (amended) , A method for transferring an article, in 
particular a nuclear fuel element/ the method comprises: 


providing a fluid-filled first Aressel and a fluid-filled 
second vessel, the interiors ^f the vessels, connected by a 
connecting element, the connecting element having a first part 
far^fing the first vessel and/a s^|:ond part facing the second 
vessel; and a transport deyvice(/f^p-moving the article through 
the connecting elements- 


maintaining a first fluid flow out of the first vessel into 

/ 

the first part of the /connecting elements- 
maintaining a second fluid flow flowing out of the second 

/ 

vessel in a seconcy part of the connecting element; and 

transporting the/ article through the "connecting element with 
the first and second fluid flows being maintained. 
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Clalm 3 (amended) . The method 
further comprises : 




to claim 1, which 


providing a first opening of th^ connecting element in the 
first vessel and a second openjjfng^of the cojmecting element in 
the second vessel ; and 

setting an essentially identical static pressure before the 
first fluid flow and the sefcond fluid flow are generated. 


Received from<49549251101 >at 4/161033:07:11 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 


- 3 - 


